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THE FUNCTIONS OF THE NatTronat V.M.A. 


In the course of a presidential address which we 
print this week in the report of meeting of the 
V.M.A. of Ireland there occurs a suggestion, and a 
remark concerning the N.V.M.A. on which some 
comment should be made. The remark is, “the 
working of the reformed National has been disap- 
- pointing.” In point of fact the National has had 
no opportunity of doing effective work since the 
present organisation was completed. The fixing 
the scale of fees in connection with Insurance 
Societies was a help, but the varying conditions 
and the lack of cohesion in the men prevented it 
from being more than a standard. As the speaker 

inted out, local affairs are usually better left in 
the hands of local societies—and this is one of the 
~ main features in the constitution of the National. 
But in any large question a local society is helpless. 
There must be a body of opinion behind any large 
movement that is to be successful. As was pointed 
out in these columns at the time: in the National 
the profession now possesses a weapon—but it is 
for the profession to use it, and use it rightly, not 
for the Association to go out tilting at windmills. 

The suggestion is, ‘that a small active committee 
be formed.” But one asks, Why not use the 
machinery already in existence in the Irish Branch 
of the National? It is there to hand'; why let it 
rust for want of use? It will grow stronger by 


There is the more reason from the fact that this 
side the Irish Channel the National has been as 
badly depleted by war conditions as any local 
division in the Kingdom, possibly more so: where- 
as the Irish Branch is not much below its full 
strength. 

Mr. ASHBEE’s Pension. 

The North of Ireland V.M.A, are continuing their 
efforts on behalf of Mr. H. T. Ashbee, who was 
retired from the Veterinary Branch of the Dept. of 
Agriculture in 1915 on an insufficient pension. He 
had entered the service under the Vety. Dept. of 
the Privy Council 40 years ago. The matter was 
fully stated and commented upon in onr issue of 
April 29, 1916, pp. 487, 494, and we can add little 
to what was then said. The case was considered 
and recommended by a good working meeting of 
the Council R.C.V.S., and it certainly seems unwise 
‘on the part of the Government to leave a rankling 
feeling of injustice in a hardworking and effective 

artment. 

n a letter to The Rt. Honble. H. E. Duke, 


officers, many of whom owing to the conditions of their 
employment must necessarily serve some years in a 
temporary capacity ; and, while human nature is what 
it is, men cannot be e ted to exert their best en- 
deavours in a service which is liable to leave them so 
badly stranded in old age. 

Ireland is a pastoral country. The value of its ani- 
mal population is enormous, and its returns from ani- 
mal a are a vital necessity to its welfare. The 
equable flow of its exports of animala and animal 
products is a necessity if the country is to maintain its 
prosperity, and .to this end the elimination and sup- 
es of contagious disease and the maintenance of 

ygienic conditions under which such good results are 
obtained are paramount. Every agriculturist of stand- 
ing credits the Veterinary Service in such matters, and 
there is not a civilised country in the world that has 
not been much more lavish in its expenditure on such 
Services than this.” 


It will be seen, further, that the body of the 
profession in Ireland, through the Associations, ask 
“ the sympathy and active support of the organised 
machinery of the profession” in their endeavour 
to obtain a revision of the scale of salaries in the 
Veterinary Branch which, at present are inade- 
quate. There are minor points involved which will 
Lneed readjustment. These are not new troubles. 
They have been brought forward again and again, 
but the present pinch has accentuated them, and 
the practitioners will bring the question before the 
Council R.C.V.S. and the National V.M.A. for their 
co-operation. 





THE INDUCTION OF PREMATURE LABOUR 
IN THE MARE AND THE COW. 


By Ws. Scort, F.R.¢.v.s., Bridgwater. 


In practice one sometimes comes across a case 
where the life of the offspring has to be sacrificed 
for that of the mother. Artificial premature labour 
or abortion, as the case may be, is brought about 
by direct irritation of the os uteri, but although 
this subject is of no mean importance I do not 
know of a single case having been recorded in our 
professional journals. 

Modus operandi. In the five cases here recorded 
I have carried out tbe same procedure, which is as 
follows: The tail, buttocks and vulva are thoroughly 
scrubbed, and washed with an antiseptic. The 
hand of the operator is washed in lysol solution, 
and the nails scrubbed with a brush, and dried, 
washed in tincture of iodine, smeared with carbol- 
ised oil, and inserted into the vagina. The cervix 





K.C., M.P., Chief Secretary for Ireland, the Associa- | 
tion ask his consideration and assistance in the 
ease. The following passages occur :— 

“The very inadequate recognition of a life-long service 
cannot but have a detrimental effect on the junior 


uteri is probably rigid and cartilaginous to the feel. 
By rotating the index finger in the centre the os 
may be defined and gradually enlarged to admit 
the index, second finger and thumb, arranged as a 
cone. In some cases it is now possible by steady 
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rotation to insert the whole hand, and if so, so 
much the better. But the cervix may be so rigid 
as to deny admittance through the os of a single 
finger, or even of a small trocar. Normally the 
distance of the canal extending from the external 
to the internal rings of the os in a pregnant mare 
or cow varies from two to three inches. It is well 
to bear this in mind when one desires to carry out 
the next step—the tapping of the envelopes. To 
do this I use an all-metal trocar and canula about 
nine inches long. This is carried into the vagina 
and the puncture end carefully guided along the 
already dilated os canal. I may point out here 
that the canal in a gravid uterus not ready for 
normal delivery is directed at a downward and for- 
ward angle—not horizontal, as the inexperienced 
might imagine. When the operator by intuition 
considers the instrument has reached the envelopes, 
a gentle thrust is all that is necessary. In so doing 
he may strike a hard substance—some part of the 
foetus, on the withdrawal of the hand and instru- 
ment fluid may or may not come away: the former 
usually takes places if the animal strains. Labour 
pains may follow very soon after the operation, or 
they may be deferred several days: I do not think 
any hard and fast rule can be given, especially in 
cows. The mare is a more sensitive subject, and as 
artificial labour, I take it, is brought about by reflex 
irritation, largely of the cervix, this no doubt offers 
the explanation here. 

Artificial labour is indicated where the dam is 
suffering from a wasting disease, the gravid uterus 
acting as an aggravating factor: chronic kidney 
diseases, hydrops amnii, uterine hernia, deformity of 
the maternal pelvis (where diagnosed) interfering 
with the easy passage of the offspring. 

Case I. An aged blood mare, seven months 

regnant. My attention was directed to this case 
in 1901, the mare having lost flesh: the abdomen 
was pendulous, the muscles of back, loins and neck 
much wasted. A liberal diet was ordered, and a 
month’s course of ferri sulph., soda sulph., and 
soda chlor, was prescribed. No improvement fol- 
lowing, I made an examination of her urine and 
detected albumen. Forced labour was advised and 
carried out: the mare was delivered of a dead 
foetus 33 hours after the operation. No untoward 
complication followed, and her condition gradually 
improved. 

Case II. A Guernsey cow, pregnant eight 
months, slipped on the ice, causing an extensive 
uterine hernia. Her breathing was laboured, and her 
locomotion much interfered with. She was care- 
fully bandaged: the os dilated, and envelopes punc- 
tured. Four days later labour pains set in, and 
with assistance a live calf was delivered which 
lived a few hours. Recovery followed, the hernia 
became smaller, and her movements were easier. 
She was fattened eventually and killed for beef. 

Case III. A Shorthorn cow developed hydrops 
amnii at the 7} month of pregnancy. The os was 
dilated and the envelopes punctured, a dead calf 
being delivered 44 hours later. The cow did not 
improve very rapidly, the “flooding” would prob- 
ably amount to in all eight to ten gallons. She 
was turned out to graze and was lost sight of. 





Case IV. A pedigree cow, showing extensive 
dropsy of the amnion, the abdomen being enor- 
mous. I saw her when she was due to calve in 14 
days; she was not feeding, and her eyes were 
sunken. Operation on the cervix and envelopes; 
labour pains came on the next day, but she died of 
exhaustion before delivery. 

Case V. An aged milch cow. Extensive hernia 
extending from the mamma to the sternum, caused 
by slipping and “ spreading.” Stretched the cervix 
with great difficulty, and passed in trocar and 
canula: on withdrawing the instrument the canula 
remained in situ; I could only touch it now with 
my index finger, and decided to leave it. She died 
the same evening without showing any labour 
trouble. I may add she had long standing heart 
disease and chronic emphysema of the lungs; these 
conditions no doubt hastened the end. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Neo-SaLVARSAN IN THE TREATMENT OF 
Eprizootic LyYMPHANGITIS. 


E. Houdemeyer has published, in La Revue gen- 
érale de Médecine Vétérinaire, an article upon this 
subject. 

Of the various methods of employing neo-sal- 
varsan, the author prefers intravenous injection. 
Intra-muscular injection is painful; and subcutan- 
eous injection should be discarded altogether, on 
account of the persistent odemas which it pro- 
duces. The dose of neo-salvarsan to be injected is 
1.50 gramme, which corresponds to one gramme 
of salvarsan. The solution should be prepared with 
distilled water, sterilised and cooled to the temper- 
ature of the surrounding air, in the proportion of 
1.50 gramme of neo-salvarsan to 250c.c. of water. 
Neo-salvarsan should never be kept in solution; 
and it is advisable to prepare the exact dose neces- 
sary for each patient separately. 

The number of injections necessary varies with 
the subjects, and with the degree of the severity of 
the affection. A single dose may cure; but usually 
it is necessary to make two injections, with an 
interval of fifteen or thirty days. 

In the author’s experience, neo-salvarsan is well 
supported by the organism. General disturbances, 
such as loss of appetite, diarrhoea, or fever, never 
followed the administration of the drug. After the 
first injection, the progressive course of the disease 
is arrested; the pus alters in its naked-eye char- 
acters, and becomes more liquid. It is always ad- 
visable to combine surgical intervention with the 
administration of neo-salvarsan, by puncturing the 
abscesses and treating the wounds with antiseptics, 
as in this manner the progress of recovery is hast- 
ened. When the pus is once eliminated from the 
abscesses, the solutions of continuity produced by 
the cautery or knife cicatrise rapidly. If, on the 
other hand, surgical treatment is not adopted, the 
nodosites on the lymphatic cords, which would 
have become transformed into abscesses, indurate 
and slowly disappear. Recovery becomes apparent 
by the diminution and subsequent disappearance 
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of sensitiveness to pressure in the region of the 
inflamed lymphatics. 

Of seven horses with epizootic lymphangitis 
treated with neo-salvarsan, six recovered after the 
first injection, and the other after the second. The 
author considers, however, that it is very important 
that the treatment should be adopted before the 
disease has become generalised. 


Tue RECRUDESCENCE OF RABIES IN PARIS AND IN 
THE COMMUNE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE SEINE. 


H. Martel has published, in La Revue Scientifique 
of 11-18 November, 1916, an article upon this 
question. 

Nocard called Paris “a centre of rabies unique 
in the world.” In 1878, the year in which the 
official statistics were instituted, there were 613 
cases of rabies. There were 623 cases in 1881, 
863 in 1888, 693 in 1892, and 846 in 1901. The 
foregoing figures are for the city of Paris alone; 
but cases of rabies have always been numerous 
over the whole of France. There were 2054 cases 
in 1888, 1851 in 1892, 1976 in 1897, 2089 in 1898, 
2474 in 1899, 2771 in 1900, 2718 in 1901, 2323 in 
1902, 2363 in 1903, 2393 in 1904, 2368 in 1905, 
9045 in 1906, 1892 in 1907, 1773 in 1912, and 
1742 in 1913. Latterly, however, in consequence 
-of the war, the proportion of cases of canine rabies 
has risen considerably. In one half-year more 
cases of rabies have been seen than in an average 
normal year; more than 2000 cases of animal 
rabies, of which 1800 were in carnivora, were 
reported from January to July, 1916. 

he disappearance of rabies in such a city as 
Paris is closely connected with the energy and per- 
severance displayed in the capture of the dogs 
encumbering the roads. It is only from 1896 that 
the number of dogs caught straying in full liberty 
has been high for some years in succession, Nearly 
ten years of numerous captures were necessary to 
to obtain the gradual extinction of rabies in Paris 
,and in the Commune of the Department of the 
Seine. 
Before 1896, numerous attempts at vigorous 
capturing over short periods were made, and gave 
results of brief duration. The years of large cap- 
tures (1878, 1888, 1892) were followed by brief re- 
missions of the extension of rabies in Paris. In 
1878, by a severe but brief application of a police 
order of August of that year, more than 10,000 
dogs were caught. In 1886 9000 were caught, in 
1887 8500, and in 1888, by a vigorous but brief 
application of a new police order, 13,000 were 

tured 


Afterwards the number of captures rose consider- 
ably. No less than 26,500 dogs were caught in 
1896, 16,200 in 1901, 16,800 in 1902, and 15,300 in 
1904. From 1909 to 1913 the numter of captures 
diminished. The diminution of cases of rabies 
caused a relaxation of the rigour of the measures, 
and the number of dogs caught varied from 6000 to 

per annum. 

ing the war, the amount of rabies in Paris 
has increased, on account of the large number of 
dogs which were at large in the public streets in 





consequence of the general mobilisation and of the 
exodus of a great number of the inhabitants of the 
district. Another factor in this recrudescence is 
the not inconsiderable number of dogs which the 
soldiers returning from the front (where rabies is 
prevalent amongst the wandering dogs adopted by 
the troops) bring with them. On August 7th, the 
Prefect of Police re-instituted with vigour the 
ordinance of the Sanitary Police against rabies: 
Despite this, the number of unleashed and unmuz- 
zled dogs met in Paris remained too high, and the 
figures reported from the suburbs were alarming ; 
and on September 2, 1916, a police order extended 
to the suburbs the measures already adopted for 
the city.— (La Clinica Veterinaria). W.R.C. 








THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


{[NatronaL V.M.A. Irish Branou.] 


The Annual General Meeting was held in the Gresham 
Hotel on February 2nd. There were present: Mr. 
Howard, in the Chair; Messrs. F. J. Daly, J. O’Brien, 
W. P. Cushnahan, W. W. Malone, W. T. M. Browne, 
D. 8. Prentice, P. D. Reavy, J. H. Norris, A. Watson, 
L. M. Magee, J. B. Dunlop; Profs. Browne, Craig and 
O’Connor. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. f Loughran, McKenny, Hamilton, Hayes, and 
Prof. Mettam. 

A letter of resignation was received from Mr. Peard. 
It was resolved : That Mr. Peard be asked to reconsider 
this resignation. 


Report oF Covuncit. 


* A meeting of the Council was held on Friday, Jan. 
5, Mr. Mahony presiding. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read, confirmed, and signed. 

A letter was read from Mr. Holland thanking the 
Council for their congratulations on his son having 
gained the honour of being awarded the V.C. 

It was arranged to hold the annual general meeting 
on Wednesday evening, 7th February, in the Gresham 
Hotel, and it was unanimously agreed that the annual 
dinner should be postponed for this year. 

Various accounts were passed for payment. 

The following officers were nominated for election at 
the annual general meeting :— 

President. Mr. J. H. Norris, unop ‘ 

Vice-Presidents. Messrs. W. C. Patrick and D. S. 
Prentice, retiring in rotation and eligible for re-election ; 
Mr. L. M. Magee. 

Hon. Sec. “Prof. J. J. O'Connor, unopposed. 

Hon. Treas. Prof. J. F. Craig, unopposed. 

Members of Council. Messrs. J. B. Dunlop, W. H. 
Wilkinson, and J. F. Healy retiring in rotation and 
eligible for re-election, also Messrs. W. P. Cushnahan, 
J. W. Nolans, D. Hamilton, J. Loughran. 


The report was adopted 

The election of officers was proceeded with and re- 
sulted as follows :— 

President. Mr. J. H. Norris. 
* Vice-Presidents. Messrs. D. 8. Prentice and L. M. 


Magee. 

Hon. Sec. Prof. J. O’Connor. 

Hon. Treas. Prof. J. F. Craig. 

Members of Council. Messrs. Wilkinson, J. B. Dunlop, 
J. F. Healy, W. P. Cushnahan, D. Hamilton. 

On Mr. Norris being installed in the Chair he de- 


livered an address. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
J. H. Norris, M.R.c.v.s., Dnblin. 


Gentlemen,—my first duty is te thank you for the 
honour you have conferred on me in electing me your 
President for the coming year. I recognise that it is 
the highest honour the Association can confer on a 
member and I appreciate it accordingly. During my 
year of office I shall endeavour to uphold the worthy 
traditions of my predecessors, but in this respect I am 
conscious that I would sadly fail without your sympath- 
etic support, which I beg you to give to me. 

During the last five or six years our Association has 
shrunk considerably in membership, but this fact should 
not discourage us, especially when we find that the loss 
is to a great extent due to the formation of new societies 
which are now doing useful work in other centres in 
Ireland. It is nevertheless regrettable that we have also 
lost members through indifference and want of sympathy 
with the objects of the Association. 

We Veterinary Societies, as a rule, appear to be kept 
alive by a comparatively small band of devoted men, and 
in our case the boll may be all the more vigorous and 
productive for the pruning of weakly boughs and the 
removal of dead wood. There are now at least four 
Veterinary Associations in Ireland, and I consider there 
is ample room and need for all. Local questions are 
always better understood and more sympathetically 
dealt with by a local society, but the power and influence 
of a territorial society is naturally more or less restricted, 
and although it may usefully initiate and debate broad 
general questions in Veterinary Politics, it lacks of itself 
the power to fructify such schemes. In other words, if 
it seeks to become a vital power it must 1 its 
influence. In Ireland it seems highly desirable that 
more cohesion should exist between the various societies, 
which would increase their strength, without in any 
a, | interfering with their independence. 

t has been said that facilities for such a plan already 
exists in the organisation of the National Veterinary 
Association. This, to a certain extent, is true, but the 
working of the reformed National has been disappoint- 
ing. do not advocate severance with the National, 
but I think there is need of a small active central 
committee to look after matters of special interest to 
the profession in Ireland. 

nder the all absorbing influence of the war, Veter- 
inary politics are practically in abeyance. There are, 
however, two points worth mentioning. One is the 
general education of the Veterinary student ; on this 
question 1 think there should be no retrogression, no 
standing still ; the only sane policy is to advance with 
the times. 

Another point is the financial state of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. While I have nothing 
but admiration for the generosity of those who volun- 
pope | subscribe to the funds, I think it must be apparent 
to all that it is quite impossible to permanently sustain 
the College by voluntary effort as if it were a charitable 
institution. I have no objection to an annual tax pro- 
vided the profession gets a quid pro quo. 

In conclusion, I would ask for your support during 
the year, by attendance at our meetings, and by bring- 
me interesting subjects for discussion. 

f. Craic, Hon. Treas., presented the balance sheet 
for oad i ending 31st December, 1916, which was 
approved. 

J. F. Cratc in a/c with the V.M.A. of Ireland, 
£ad £28 d. 

2817 3 
22 12 O 
1212 0 
3 | 





To Balance from 1915 
Subscriptions, 1916 
Arrears paid 
Payments in advance 

36 


5 0 
Dividends received 45 4 





(Cost) 
Invested in Consols 
a India 3$°/, 2 
‘s Bursary 


25 10 10 
£158 19 0 





naQ 


MISOOSOHMOHKOSOCOa 


By Transfer to Bursary account 

Reporting meetings 

Audit fee 

Secretarial expenses, assistant 

Printing and circulating proceedings 

Postage, etc., Secretary and Treasurer 

Stationery and General Printing 

Room for meetings 

Expenses ve Annual Dinner, Jan., 1916 1 

Wreath re late Mr. Hunting 2 
Balance 34 


——— — 
CnworKCOOCCYKwo 


— 


£69 7 7 








Bursary ACCOUNT TO JANUARY, 1917. 


Dr. 1916. £ sd 
January 1—To Balance 49 13 10 
December 30— ,, Proportion of Interest 1 8 5 





£51 2 3 
Cr. 

-a@ #224 
219 





£ & d. 

By Account for Medals 0 
Balance—Invested (Cost) 40 0 0 

In Bank 8 3 3 

— 48 3 3 


£51 2 3 
Examined and found correct, 


Jan. 20, 1917. JosEPH H. WoopwokTH, F.C.A. 


A hearty vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Watson, 
seconded by Capt. Reavy, to Mr. Mahony for his con- 
duct in the Chair during 1916. Carried with acclama- 


tion. 

Votes of thanks proposed by Mr. Howard, seconded 
by Mr. Magee, to the Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer 
woe —— with applause. These gentlemen suitably 
replied. 

he following resolution was proposed by Capt. Reavy, 
seconded by Mr. Watson, supported by Mr. Homa 
and unanimously carried :— 

“ That this Association considers the salaries of the 
whole time Veterinary Staff of the Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland are en- 
tirely inadequate at the present time, and we request the 
D.A.TI. to meet a deputation from the Veterinary 
Associations in Ireland to discuss the matter.” 

Members elected to represent the V.M.A.I. were 
Messrs. Holland, Magee, Watson, and W. T. M. Browne. 
The Veterinary Associations of Treland to be asked to 
send representatives to act on the Deputation, and to 
attend a meeting of these representatives before to 
discuss the procedure to be adopted 

ImPoRTANT MEETING OF THE 
VETERINARY PROFESSION IN IRELAND. 

Upon the invitation of the Veterinary Medi 

Association of Ireland, a small, committee representing 
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all the Veterinary Associations in Ireland, met at the 
Gresham Hotel, Dublin, on the 2nd February, 1917, for 
the purpose of considering the continued inabilit of the 

ment of Agriculture (Ireland) to redress the long- 
standing and admitted grievances of the department's 


veterinary staff. After a full and careful survey of the 


question a modus operandi was agreed to, and the | good 


meeting adjourned to an early date. In the meantime 
it was decided t> request the sympathy and active 
support of the organised machinery of the profession, so 
that the whole profession may speak with one voice 
upon the matter. A special request will therefore be 
made to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and 
to the National Veterinary Association. 





VETERINARY SERVICES: GERMAN SOUTH" 
West AFRICAN CAMPAIGN AND RE- 
BELLION, AUGUST, 1914, To JULY, 1915 
AND FOR THE SUBSEQUENT PERIOD—— 
Juty, 1915, To list Marcu, 1916. 
REPORT BY COLONEL JAS. IRVINE 
SMITH, J.P., Director of Veterinary 
Services, Union Defence Forces. 

(Abridged. ] 
(Continued from p. 367.) 


NortTHErRN Force. 


The first portion of the Northern Force embarked 
and sailed from Capetown on the evening of Dec. 21st, 
1914, and arrived at Walvis Bay on the morning of 
Dec. 26th. Three animal transports, with approximately 
2000 animals, accompanied this force. The veterinary 
arrangements were entrusted to Major G. W. Lee, and 
were :—One V.O., with a V. Section on each transport 
(SS. Monarch, Rufidgi, Glenorky). The necessary 
supply of drugs, instruments, etc., were issued from the 
Base V. Store, and two full sets of V. Hospital equip- 
ments and drugs were placed on board as a reserve for 
future requirements. The casualties on the voyage 
totalled six. This must be considered satisfactory, as 
some of the animals were on board for a fortnight. 
Delay was due to insufficient fresh water on shore, and 
also to the limited off-loading facilities. The casualties 
consisted of—horses, colic 2 (died); 2, broken legs 
(destroyed); oxen 2, redwater (died). A number of 
colic cases and minor injuries were treated during the 


fer landing, the animals rapidly lest condition. 
This was chiefly due to scarcity of water, and animals 
were only permitted to be watered once daily. The 
water was brackish, and many animals refused to drink 
for some days. Ultimately they took to it, and a rapid 
vement in their condition was noticeable. The 
ration scale for oxen was found to be insufficient as no 
erasing was available, and authority was requested and 
granted for an increase to 301b, which resulted ina 
marked improvement in their condition. 
The total number of animals off-loaded at Walvis 
ee 43,000. All animal transports arriving were 
by an inspecting veterinary officer, who reported 
on the condition, the number of animals, and the num- 
ber of deaths, together with any recommendations and 


hough full detailed instructions relating to animal 

Management on board ship had been issued from this 

it took some time to instil in those in charge of 

sepa) the simple pat emsential rales relating to nos 
watering. It was uently found, particular 

in the lower holds, that phe had not been marie 

and mangers were fyll of mealies. This resulted in 


-this practice was stopped 


numerous colic cases. Occasionally too many animals 
were placed on board and were found packed in the 
gangways. As time went on the cenditions improved, 
and during the last two or three months of the cam- 
paign very little fault could be found. 

Taken all round, the fittings in the transports were 
In some cases the stalls were too short and 
caused injuries to the chest and hind quarters, and floor 
battens were omitted in some of the iron decks, neces- 
sitating the free use of ashes to give the animals a foot- 
hold. The arrangements at Walvis for off-loading ani- 
mals were good, although instances of carelessness 
occurred in the slinging overboard on to the rafts. 
Reference has already been made to the special off- 
loading gangways on the transport “ British Prince,” 
which permitted animals to be walked from the ship on 
to the rafts. This is only possible in a smooth water 
bay such as Walvis. 

Three months elapsed before the general advance took 
place. As more water became available animals were 
permitted to drink twice daily, and they were in the 
pink of condition when they moved out. 

During the time the troops were camped on the fore- 
shore at Walvis Bay and Swakopmund, a large number 
of cases of sand colic occurred, due to the animals pick- 
ing up food that had dropped on the sand. Many ani- 
mals habitually licked the sand, owing probably to the 
presence of salt. Various preventive measures were 
enforced, such as aerial lines, tying up short, liberal 
ration of salt, feeding grain rations in nosebags, canvas 
mangers, and where possible, galvanised mangers, but it 
was difficult to obtain sufficient of the latter for the 
number of animals. After leaving the fore-shore, the 
number of cases decreased and the animals ceased to 
lick the sand. 

Major Lee reported that the most successful treat- 
ment for sand colic was liberal doses of linseed oil, 
chlorodyne, and soda-bicarb. Drastic purgatives were 
not successful, and were discontinued. Ordinary colic 
caSes were rare: the good quality of the forage and 
systematic methods of feeding contributed towards this 
satisfactory state of affairs. 

Pnewmonia was responsible for a number of deaths. 
At first these cases did not yield to treatment. This 
was due to the absence of suitable shelter. Stabling 
was eventually erected and a marked improvement 
resulted. The causes were climatic. The weather 
during the day was hot and the nights were cold, with 
heavy mists and fogs. It will be appreciated that ani- 
mals disembarking from the hot ship’s hold on cold 
nights accounted for many cases. Some mounted regi- 
ments adopted the objectionable procedure of taking 
their animals into the sea in a heated condition late in 
the afternoon, the animals had not time to dry before 
sunset, and many cases consequently developed. When 
by a Divisional Order a 
further decrease in the cases was noticeable, and very 
few cases were reported after the advance began. 

Strangles. A large number of cases occurred in the 
force. The disease usually ran the ordinary course and 
very few deaths resulted. As soon as acase appeared 
the animal was isolated, and the disease did not inter- 
fere with troop movements. 

Ringworm was very prevalent in the earlier days of 
the campaign, but with isolation and treatment it grad- 
ually ane. 

Horsesickness. Two cases occurred at Walvis Bay 
during March, 1915. These animals had evidently con- 
tracted the disease prior to leaving the Union, as they 
both died two days after arrival. No cases occurred or 
were soqetes by the various veterinary officers with the 
Mobile V. Sections after the troops left the coast. 

Biliary fever was reported at Walvis and Swakop- 
mund, but microscopical examination failed to reveal 





the presence of the piroplasm. The disease seemingly 
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was an acute jaundice accompanied by fever, and ani- 
rapidly recovered with treatment. The adminis- 

tration of calomel, salines, and quinine proved to be most 

successful. ¥ 

Equine influenza. An outbreak occurred in the 
mounted regiment stationed at Fredericksvelde, a Ger- 
man stud farm. Treatment and isolation was rigidly 
enforced: the spread of the disease was arrested, the 
mortality was ni. 

s. Two outbreaks occurred prior to the ad- 
vance. The first was a clinical case in the Mounted 
Brigade. Six hundred animals were immediately tested. 
Three reacted and were destroyed. The second case 
appeared in a transport mule. Four thousand animals 
were at once tested, and 41 reactors destroyed. On 
tracing the history it was found that all the reactors 
arrived by the same boat, and the conditions on board 
ship are ideal for the spread of this disease. The 
attention of commanding Officers was continually drawn 
in Divisionel Orders to the danger of glanders, the 
symptoms, and the procedure to be followed. 

Catarrh. Nasal catarrh was prevalent amongst the 
animals. This disease was regarded as infectious. All 
cases were isolated. It generally ran a mild course, and 
on an average of ten days they recovered. 

on hemorrhagica. Half-a-dozen cases were 
treated. 


Laminitis, The animals were remarkably free from 

is disease. Prior to the advance they were all in 
hard seasoned condition, due to the Burghers keeping 
their animals constantly on the move while in camp. 

Lameness from want of shoeing. A ~—_ number of 
animals were incapacitated from want of shoeing. A 
number of small mounted units arrived without farriers. 
The various Veterinary Sections assisted as far as poss- 
ible in shoeing these animals, 

Sore backs. The immunity of animals from sore 
backs revealed great efficiency in horsemanship amongst 
the Burgher forces. When the Mounted Brigade moved 
out from the coast there were 2000 animals left behind, 
and among these discards only a small number of sore 
backs were found. 

Six weeks elapsed between the occupation of Wind- 
huk and the second general advance northwards. This 
time was occupied in re-equipping the forces and getting 
sufficient rations and forage forward from the coast. 
Some considerable time elapsed before the animals were 
placed on full rations, and at the time of the second 
advance the majority of the horses and mules were not 
in good condition, and could not be regarded as fit for 
the strenuous work in front of them. In places near 
the railway line a certain amount of grazing was avail- 
able, but during the six weeks rest these were eaten 
bare, and animals had to be treked considerable dis- 
tances for grazing, and this combined with the scarcity 
of water, retarded their recovery. 

When the second advance took place, approximately 
10,000 debilitated animals were left behind, 7000 of 
which were in the vicinity of Windhuk. These animals 
belonged to the Southern Force and the 3rd Mounted 
Brigade. The other 3000 were collected at Karibib and 
afterwards moved to Klein Aukas, near Usakos. Those 
in the Windhuk area were distributed over various 
farms snd had to exist on any scanty grazing available, 
and as a result their condition went from bad to worse. 
_ 3000 animals at a Aukas fared — worse, as 

e ng was practically non-existent, and fo was 
ond a te All forage coming forward oan the 
coast had to be sent north to the troops operating in 
the Field. Recommendations were made by Maj. 
A.D.V.S., that the 3000 starving horses at Klein Aukas 


should be sent back to the coast, where large quantities 
of wp and forage were available, and eventually em- 
barked and shipped to Capetown in the empty trans- 











ports returning there regularly. This recommendation 
was not acted on. 

A large number cases of clinical glanders were found 
from time to time amongst captured German horses, 
Instructions had previously been issued, and were fre- 
quently repeated in Divisional Orders, to the effect that 
all captured animals were to be isolated and malleined 
before they were allowed to mix with our animals, and 
that all stables were to be disinfected before any Union 
animals were stabled therein. Owing to the rush it is 
feared that these instructions were sometimes over- 
looked. In due course glanders appeared amongst the 
starving animals and spread rapidly. The V. Officers in 
charge arrested the disease by testing and re-testing 
with mallein. During this time some of the animals 
were reduced to eating their own dung, and some time 
elapsed before even halters were obtained to catch up 
the animals. 

The Veterinary distribution of the Northern Force 
was as follows :— 


Major Lee: Dir. V.S., Northern Force, Windhuk. 

One V. O. with V. Section, Windhuk. 

One V. O. with V. Section, Klein Aukas. 

One Base V. Hospital, Walvis Bay. 

Four V. O. and Mobile V. Sections with the four 
Mounted Brigades. 

One V. O. with the Artillery. 

One V. O. with the Imperial Light Horse. 

One V. O. with the Infantry Brigade. 


The advance north was a rapid movement, some of 
the Brigade trekking over forty milesa day. The ex- 
treme point reached was about 260 miles north of 
Swakopmund-Windhuk railway line. The trans 
was left behind in wmany cases, and at the time of the 
surrender of the German forces, the horses and the 
transport animals were exhausted. Hundreds of ani- 
mals dropped out and were left behind on the road, and 
were picked up later by the various Mobile V. Sections 
and taken to places where water was obtainable. These 
animals were ultimately recovered and concentrated at 
the various depots which were formed. 

Orders were issued for the troops to return to the 
railway, leave their animals behind, and proceed back 
to the Union for demobilisation. The advance north 
was a rapid movement, but it was nothing compared to 
the return journey after the declaration of peace, which 
was completed in half the time, and it was then that the 
greatest foes and harm befell the animals. It is imposs- 
ible to describe the state of the animals on their return 
from the north of German South-West Africa to the 
railway line, a distance varying up to 250 miles. Riders 
left their horses anywhere in the veldt, and many re 
turned on empty transport waggons. Mobile V. See- 
tions did not arrive for a week or ten days after the 
Brigade reached the railway ; they were delayed en route 
collecting knocked up and worn out animals, and were 
thus the means of bringing in large numbers. 

Collecting stations and concentration camps were 
established at Octavifontein, Kalkfield, Omaruru, Kari- 
bib, Usakos, Klein Aukas. Okahandja and Windhuk in 
connection with the Northern Force ; and at Rehoboth, 
Keetmanshoop and Kume in connection with the South- 
ern Force. The approximate number of animals in the 
Protectorate at this time was 60,000, made up as fol- 
lows :—43,000 arrived at Walvis from the Cape, about 
5000 animals were taken over from the Germans at the 
time of the surrender, and, roughly, 12,000 a 
belonging to the Southern Force were still in the 
Protectorate. : : 

After the men were returned to the Union, which 
was done in record time—the splendid organisation on 
the railway and the lines of communication working 
without a hitch, a ,breakdown in the railway service 
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followed—with disastrous results. The Transport and 
Remount Department was faced with the problem of 
having 60,000 more or less debilitated animals on their 
hands in the various camps in the desert with practic- 
ly no food for them. The railways were unable to 
deal with the congested traffic. All chartered trans- 
with the exception of two were released. The 
animals were in too debilitated a condition to trek to 
the Union, a distance varying up to 750 miles, part of 
which was through a waterless desert. Attempts were 
made to trek the animals from Usakos to Walvis on the 
coast, where thousands of tons of feed were stored, and 
the route was strewn with carcases. _ 

Major Lee reported that the railway authorities 
worked hard, but rations were not coming forward and 
that animals were dying from debility: and the sur- 
yivors were reduced to such a state of poverty that it 
took some months for them to recover. This was dur- 
ing the months of July, August, September and October, 
1915, and it was not until November that sufficient 
supplies were available. 

e Remount authorities decided to distribute the 
animals over farms, but owing to their weak state they 
were unable to travel. As previously stated, they were 
reduced to eating their own excreta. On some of the 
farms, where animals had been sent, the grazing was 
scanty and they had to travel ten to fifteen miles to 
water, and in many cases the water supply was insuffi- 
cient ; the animals either did not improve or lost con- 
dition. 

An epidemic of lice broke out, but this complaint was 
soon remedied by dipping and spraying. 

The Veterinary Officers stationed in the captured 
territories after peace was declared carried out their 
duties under the most trying conditions with cheerful- 
ness and showed great endurance, although they all 
placed on record that they were helpless, and they dis- 


claimed any responsibility for the starvation of the 


(To be continued.) 








Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


The Council desire to inform readers of The Veterinary 
Record that consequent on the death of Mr. Shipley, the 
work of Secretary has been taken over, pro tem., by Mr. 
P, J. L. Kelland, m.r.c.v.s., 4 Whitehall Place, S.W., 
and that until further notice all subscriptions should be 
sent to him at that address. 

They would also be glad if all subscribers who have 
not yet forwarded their subscriptions (including all 
arrears) would kindly do so at their earliest conven- 
ience, a ts greatly needed to keep the Fund at its 


present level. 
P. J. L. Ketzanp, Hon. Sec. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 24. 


The names of the —- have been brought to the 

notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable 
services rendered in connexion with the war :— 
* * aa * 

» 44 Alden, 207; Cpl. F. Ansell, 230; Staff-Sgt. 

V. H. Fisher, SE/417 ; fae Staff-Sgt. R. A. Haw- 

kins, 67 ; Farr. Sgt. Maj. F. H. Jessup, 13314; Staff- 

Sgt. B. A. Tyson, 23; W.O. Ist Cl. F. A. Young, 91. 


Canapran A.V.C. 
7 * a * * 
Capt. V. C. Best, Lieut. W. J. Prinn, Lieut.-Col. J. H. 
ilson, Capt. J. E. Wood, Capt. T. J. Woods, Sgt. 
J. Bailey, 773; Staff-Sgt.C. A. Bourdeau, 106097 ; Sgt. 
L. P. Dusart, 49192; Regtl. Sgt.-Maj. W. J. Prinn, 
110464. 


Buckingham Palace, March 3. 
The following had the honour of being received by 
the King, when His Majesty invested them with the 
Insignia of the Orders into which they have been 
admitted :— 
THE DisTINGUISHED SERVICE OrpER.—CoMPANIONS. 
* al * ~ * 


Lieut.-Colonel William Allan McDougall, a.v.c. 


Recuiar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


Mar. 1. 
To be temp. Lieut. :—F. Airey (Feb. 15). 


Mar. 2. 
Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts.:—W. Sewell, J. J. 
ONeill, P. A. Carroll (Feb. 9). 


To be temp. Lieut. :—J. Brosnan (Feb. 15). 
CaNnaDIAN A.V.S. 


Mar. 5. 
To be Dir. of Vet. Servs. :—Col. W. J. Neill (Dec. 5, 716). 


To be Asst. Dir. of Vet. Servs. :—Lt.-Col. H. D. Smith 
(Dec. 5, 1916). 


TERRITORIAL Force, ARMY VETERINARY CorPs. 


Mar. 2. 
Lieuts. to be Capts.:—A. H. Stroud (Feb. 11); J. F. D. 
Tutt (Feb. 23); T. M. C. Hunt (Jan. 13). . 
Mar. 6. 


Capt. (hon. Maj.) J. 8S. Wood, from Royal Horse and 
oyal Field Artillery, to be Capt. (Mar. 7). 

The announcement regarding Lt.-Col. A. H. Lane (Maj. 
R. of O.). which appeared in Gazette of Feb. 13, is 
cancelled. 

Lt. B. W. Blomfield relinquishes his commn. on account 
of ill-health, and is granted hon. rack of Lt. (Dec. 9, 
1916) (substituted for that which appeared in Gazette 
of Dec. 8, 1916). 


The following casualties are reported :— 


WounpEep—Pte. J. A. Howard, 545 (Plumstead). 
Krttep—Pte. H. J. Applin, 3034 (Sunbury). 








CORRESPWDENCE. 


SWINE FEVER. 


Dear Sir,—At a time like this in the crisis of the affairs 
of the nation, when every one from the age of 16 to 61 is 
asked to enlist for National Service, so that all may do 
their bit, and when everyone is asked to curtail their 
travelling by train and by motor, one ventures to criticise 
a little the methods of the Board of Agriculture. 

This letter will not, I am sure, appeal in anyway to those 
favoured members of our profession who are appointed 
inspectors of the Board: but rather to those practitioners 
who are never recognised professionally by either the Board 
or its inspectors. 

When we report swine fever an inspector travels down 
from London by train, then by taxi, to investigate the 
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case, and in their great wisdom decide whether swine fever | also might see many more cases than we now do, if we 


is present or not, and, although we get a fee of 2/6 for | were content to work at a lower rate. Then your corres. 


reporting we do not know whether we are entitled to it 
unless we visit our elient to find out if the case is con- 
firmed. The least one would ask as an act of coutesy is a 
postcard from the Board informing us as to whether we 
are right or wrong. Again, should a pig require injecting 
with serum, this entails another visit from Londen, its 
attendant expenses and waste of time; whereas the local 
practitioner, to whose client the pig belongs, is constantly 
in attendance, and could carry eut this small operation at 
very small cost. 

How wise the Board were in following the lead of certain 
Continental countries in adopting the serum treatment is, 
I believe, well justified so far as the pigs in any one out- 
break are concerned; but each outbreak is now left as a red 
hot centre of infection and the disease is carried to pigs in 
the surrounding neighbourhood. Before these secondary 
cases are reported there may be several deaths, and con- 
sequently great loss of food for human consumption and 
great pecuniary loss to the owners. 

One reads with a feeling of satisfaction, in the returns of 
the Board on swine fever, of the great reduction of out- 
breaks, but perhaps what influences these figures mostly is 
the great reduction in the pig population of the country, so 
that these reports may convey an absolutely wrong idea as 
to the success of the fight against swine fever. 

Yours faithfully, 


St. Albans. GrorceE ELMES, F.R.C.Y.S, 





CANINE PRACTICE—FEES. 


Sir,—I am glad to see the letter of your correspondent 
‘*Sinecure,’’ to whom I must apologise for having inad- 
vertently misnamed. At present, I only propose to answer 
him briefly and generally. 

On one point I am at sharp variance with him, and I am 
afraid that the difference may prevent much argument on 
other points. I cannot agree that it is wrong to draw com- 
parisons between veterinary and medical fees. Most of us 
draw such comparisons quickly enough when we find our- 
selves receiving a less remuneration than medical men; 
and why should comparisons be odious when the boot is on 
the other leg? Your correspondent’s arguments in support 
of his view do not seem to me convincing. I grant that 
medical men see more cases than we do, and can therefore 
afford to work more cheaply; but my contention is that we 





pondent appears to argue that, as the public are under no 
such compulsion to obtain veterinary advice as they often 
are to obtain medical, therefore, ‘‘our remuneration ig 
derived only from the few.’’ Well, is that a valid reason for 
making the few still fewer by insisting upon high fees? 

Neither do I agree that many of the class I referred to are 
able to pay such fees as your correspondent’s. Some are, I 
know, but they are exceptions to the rule. I think, too, 
that your correspondent’s contention that people unable or 
unwilling to procure assistance for pets are not justified in 
keeping them, does not meet the case. Such people do and 
will keep pets; and in most places there are no institutions 
for their treatment, other than costly ones. 

Now for your correspondent’s scale of fees. I am very 
glad to see this; for it is the fullest dealing with canine 
fees that I have ever seen published. I ask for the views of 
other readers upon it (I expect that they will approve of it 
generally, though I fancy that a good many have to charge 
rather less themselves) and, meanwhile, I only make two 
comments. First, despite your correspondent’s objection, 
I invite comparison of these fees with medical ones. Do 
most doctors get minimum fees of 5/- for visits within 
mile, and how many doctors and dentists always get 5/- for 
extracting a tooth? The last is a single item, and I do not 
wish to push it unduly; but we all know how trivial an 
affair extracting a dog's tooth usually is, as compared with 
the same operation in man. Second, are not your corres- 
pondent’s fees really beyond the reach of the majority of 
the population, and does not that majority include many 
quite willing to pay fees within their means ? 

Lastly, has anyone ever considered the question of our 
public utility as canine practitioners? Is the work we do 
for dogs and cats of any solid use to the community at all? 
If it is, ought it not to be accessible to all sections of the 
community that need it? At present, it seems to be almost 
limited to the wealthy and well-to-do.— Yours truly, 

‘© UTirrarian,” 











Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 

Communications for the Editors to be addressed 
20 Fulham Road, London, §.W 











DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 




































Foot- Glanderst _ 
Anthrax Parasitic | Sheep} ‘ 
—__——_ — (including Mange. Scab. Swine Fever. 
Out- | Ani- ‘| Farey) re 
wusted. breaks mals.} Oyt. | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-]| Ont- | Slangh- 
breaks} mals. breaks) mals. {breaks} mals. |breaks} breaks. | tered. * 
: Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 24 1 1 | oe oe 1 15 8 61 
me a Fn | 3 10 6 18 
Corresponding Week in 1915 ot ie 13 7 
mii calilia { 1914 x Zz 20 2 21 
Total for 8 weeks, 1917 tS 1 1 7 124 31 199 
1916 ... 1 5 oe 17 129 = - 
Correspending period in { 1915 ... ae a dee Rg 121 
- ail 1914 2 28 23 200 29 209 






































Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 26, 1917. 


Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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PRESENTATION TO VETERINARY SURGEON. 


Mr. D. C. Smrru, of New Cumnock, Ayrshire, was 
nted, at the end of last month, by his many friends 
in the district with a handsome two-seater motor car, 
as a token of appreciation of the many valuable services 
rendered by him. The presentation was made by Mr. 
A. C. Wallace Duncan, Polquheys, who spoke of the 
twenty-seven years during which Mr. Smith had 
laboured amongst them. In all these years he held the 
confidence and respect of the community. He referred 
to Mr. Smith’s interest in his profession and to his un- 
failing anxiety to assist wherever his services were 
required: by night or by day, he was ever ready to 
respond. It was felt that a motor would be a great 
relief to him, and would also help to shorten the long 
distances he had to undertake in course of his duties. 
The time saved might also mean the saving of the lives 
of the animals requiring his attention. In name of the 
farmers, he assured Mr. Smith that the motor carried 
their best wishes that he might long be spared to use it. 
Mr. Smith suitably replied. The deputation adjourned 
to Mr. Smith’s home, where they were hospitably enter- 
tained by Mrs. Smith and himself, and an enjoyable 
hour was spent.—1V.B.A. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
ns begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1917 :— 


E. Whitley Baker, Wimborne, Dorset 
T. A. Douglas, Frestwick, Ayrshire 
F. H. Gibbings, Nottingham 
W. W. Grasby, Daventry 
A. Hart, Capt. a.v.c. 
T.G. Heatley, Capt. a.v.c. 
C. Holland, Capt. a.v.c. 
ee aay. e~ he 
.G. Lepper, Aylesbury 
R. Mason. Helmsley, Yorks 
G. Mayall, Bolton 
T. Menzies, Capt. a.v.c. 
A. V. Nicholas, Capt. a.v.c. 
G. E. ne, Capt. A.v.c. 
C. Pack, Lymington, Hants 
R. K. Porteous, Capt. .v.c. 
H. 8. gt! Daventry 
J. F. Taylor, Capt. a.v.c. 
A. Veitch, Westen-super-Mare (1916, 1917) 
Officers of the 49th 4 est Riding) Division : 
A. W. Mason, Lt.-Col. a.v.c. 
A. N. Foster, Capt. a.v.c. 
F. G. Buxton, Capt. a.v.c. 
A. H. Watson, Capt. a.v.c. 
D. Keir, Capt. a.v.c. 


Previously acknowledged 
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Ovrume or Lecrurzs 1x Sreciat Parnonocy. By Samven 
Howarp Buryett, Professor of Comparative Pathology in 
Geiveciy ~ 3 Mae | College at Cornell 

ersity, i; ae . 65. Price 5s. 6d. , 
Macmillan & Co., Ltd., PS 1916. wae = 
an - of this book, and fo bet on cock of 
pages o emery matter 1s a blan or 
the use of the student in making additional mt mg give 

a fair idea of its nature. It presents, in the form of 

condensed notes, an outline of a course of thirty 
pathology of different systems of 


told in the preface that “as this is merely an outline of 
the lectures, each student needs to take additional notes 
for himself.” The notes deal chiefly with the special 
effects of such general pathological processes as in- 
flammation upon the different organs and tissues ; and 
such specific processes as those of tuberculosis, glanders, 
etc., are merely mentioned. ; 

Some of the sections contain a good deal of informa- 
tion in a very compressed form, especially those upon 
the blood, lungs, kidney, bones and joints, and skin ; 
and perhaps that upon the lungs is the best of all. On 
the other hand, many other sections are little more, and 
not a few nothing more, than a mere enumeration of 
pathological conditions which may affect the organ in 
question, and which the student must read up else- 
where. References for this reading are given, and the 
pages referred to in the works indicated are stated ; but 
the books quoted for the purpose are few, and not all of 
them well known in this country. On the whole, the 
book does what it sets out to do well ; but it can von d 
appeal to a very limited section of readers. Undoubted- 
ly it will be useful to the author’s own students, and 
not without utility to those attending similar courses 
elsewhere ; but it can hardly serve more advanced 
workers in comparative pathology. weo 








Agricultural training in U.S.A. 


The Department of Agriculture U.S.A. has nearly 
2000 persons engaged in scientific investigations and 
research, 1400 in demonstration and extension work, 
and 700 in administrative and supervising work. An 
essential feature of the work is co-operation. 

The agricultural colleges of America in 1914 numbered 
69, with 69,132 students and 6370 instructors. Approxi- 
mately 53 per cent. of the graduates of the colleges 
return to the farm, and 95 per cent. devote themselves 
to agriculture in some form, including college and 
station work. Of those not graduating, practically all 
return to the land. 

The research work of the agricultural experiment 
stations covers the whole field of scientific agriculture. 
The subjects selected for investigation are those which 
are considered to be of the greatest importance to the 
respective States. 

e forest service has charge of the administration 
and protection of the national forests, and also promotes 
the practice of forestry generally through investigations 
and the diffusion of information. 

There are 29 Government nurseries which supply the 
national forests. These have a present stock of about 
34,000,000 plants, and are capable of supplying 15,000,000 


a@ year. 
The grazing of live stock upon the national forests is 
supervised by a branch of grazing. 


In the United States research laboratories are being 
established by large industrial concerns: and develop- 
ment is taking place in the association of smaller firms 
which cannot individually afford the expenditure in- 
volved in the establishment of a laboratory. 


Sheep Worrying in Surrey. 

A serious case of sheep-worrying by dogs is reported 
on Southerns Farm, Chipstead, near Redhill. One 
hundred Kent yearlings, the property of Mr. Waterman, 
who was called up for military service six weeks ago 
were being d on an isolated ten-acre field several 
hundred yards from the main road. 

A shepherd’s boy, on going to the field yesterday, dis- 
covered a number of the sheep dead. A was 
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found drowned in a pond. Eleven others with their 
faces all torn and gnawed away were dead in various 
parts of the field. uite twenty were so y injured 
that they were slaughtered on the advice of Mr. C. A. 
Squair, veterinary surgeon. Of the remainder of the 
flock there were indications that another twenty-five had 
been attacked, but the injuries were not of such a 
character as to render slaughter necessary. 

It is the opinion of Mr. Squair that three or more 
dogs must have attacked the sheep. The police are 
investigating the matter with a view to tracing the 
owners of the dogs. 


Breeding Pigs in the Open. 
To the Editor The Farmers’ Gazette. 


Sir,—It has been asked from time to time in the 
Press what will happen to sows and young ones in cold 
weather. The answer is that during the last few weeks 
we have had continuous cold weather, and each night 
from 10 to 17 degrees of frost. During this period I 
have had 154 pigs farrowed, and not a single one has 
died from or apparently felt the cold. The water for 
feeding the sows has been taken from ice-covered ponds 
and not warmed in any way. To-day all look well an 
hardy, and the least gleam of sunshine brings the little 
pigs out into the snow by the time they are three days 
old. Both the Large Blacks and the Middle Whites 
seem equally happy in the cold. I wonder what possible 
fault can now be found with the open-air method? It 
has proved itself in wet, heat, and cold, and, under all 
conditions, the pigs thrive well. Yours, etc., 


Gallops Homestead, Ditchling, S. F. Epag, 
ussex, 20th Feb. 





Stock Dipping Fluids in Queensland. 


The department of agriculture of Queensland exercises 
a close watch on the many stock dipping fluids in use in 
that State, and the following is taken from an account 
of the Queensland Agricultural Chemist’s work in this 
direction. . 

Free analysis of dipping fluids has been in force dur- 
ing the last three months (April, May and June), and a 
large number of dipping fluids were submit which 
were never analysed before. We analysed 237 fluids 
during this period, as compared with 207 samples 
received during the preceding nine months. The results 
clearly show the deplorable carelessness which must 
exist in the preparation of the dipping fluids, when we 
find that only about one-quarter of the number are 
approximately correct strength (within 1 lb. of the cor- 
rect amount of 8 lb of arsenic per 400 gallons), and more 
than one-half were absolutely useless for dipping pur- 


S. 
wen of all dipping fluids twice a gone has been 
made compulsory. Dips which are heavily used should 
be analysed at more frequent and regular intervals, All 
fluids of freshly charged or re-charged dips, and also 
fluids from dips where any alteration or addition was 
recommended, must be submitted for analysis. One of 
the arguments raised against the regular analysing of 
fluids, is the statement that by the time result of 
analysis is made known to the owner, the dipping fluid 
may already have been used up, and the dip may contain 
a solution of different strength. This is quite possible, 
but the fact of getting an analysis of the fluid which 
indicates the correct strength will be of value to the dip 
owner, as the chances are in favour of the freshly pre- 
pared fluid being also of correct strength. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS 




















Foot- . 
Parasitic . 
Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t Swine Fever. 
Disease. Mange. } 
: Out-  Ani- | Out- | Ani- 2 ; | Sheep 
Period. breaks mals.| Out- Ani- jbreaks/ mals. baer = Scab.| Onut- | Slaugh- 
breaks, mals. 7 breaks inert ° 


(a) | (2) | 





() () () (a) 





Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Mar. 3 10 | 22 





69 | 158 20 49 21 






















































| 

ee. wh im 2| 6] 50| 104 5 97 232 
a oe pe 19153. } 14 | 17 1{ 3 5| 67 | 26 
1914 ww. | 18 | 8 4 | 27 1| 5] 70! 120] 1 64 729 
Total for 9 weeks, 1917 ee | 153 5 | 9| 746 | 1608 | 272 | 358 124 

; —— _ _ —_—_—_—_ —_—_—_—_—_——— ma a eon 
1916 ~—... |. 117_'|:186 1 | 24 15| 46] 774| 1968] 132] 704 | 2166 
a 1915... |. 185 —| «175 7| | 107} 691 | 2837 
pertos in 1914 --» | 167 | 190 5 | al 19; 47] 749| 1418] 116] 487 | 4515 








The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


t 
(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mar. 6, 1917 





+t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 


Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 





















































Outbreaks : 
IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 3 cre sa 7 a} 
1916 da’ Asal 1 is 5 20 
Correspording Week in 1915 2 1 6 | 
aenin 1914 2 18 5 we 
Total for 9 weeks, 1917 ece 2 2 1 | il 7 131 35 238 
1916 ... 1 5 ooo . = bn 
Correspondin iod i 1915 ... S00 dee des ese eee eee 1 13 
a {as ene ine ooo 2 28 eee eee 25 218 34 224 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Mar. 6, 1917 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 








